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BRIEFS 


SOMALIA-ETHIOPIA 


, Somalia alleges that Ethiopian aircraft conducted 
air strikes against the northern Somali cities of Hargeisa and 
Berbera yesterday, according to press reports. The Somalis 
claim to have shot down three aircraft. 


Somali reports of Ethiopian air striKes nave usuaxxy proven 


accurate. The Ethiopian air force has bombed Hargeisa twice in 
the last few months but had not previously attacked Berbera, 
which served as a base for Soviet naval facilities and housed 
several hundred Soviet personnel before the Soviets were ex- 
pelled last month. The Ethiopians may no longer feel constrained 
from attacking Berbera, now that the Soviets have left.// 


, ,//Ethiopia is likely to step up its air attacks 

over northern Somalia now that many of its new Soviet-supplred 
MIG fighters are operational.// 


25X1 


INDIA 


"1 Former Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi's attempts 

“ _ _ i _ 1 1 J .L J u t a 1 \ ■ 


to stage a political comeback have created a split in the leader— 
ship of the opposition Congress Party that could result in the 
creation of a new pro-Gandhi Congress Party this weekend. Seven 
of the party's 20-member executive committee have already re- 
signed from their posts and will hold a convention in New Delhi 
on Sunday at which Gandhi will be the main speaker. The conven- 
tion was reportedly planned to capitalize on heightened p 
interest in India occasioned by President Carter's visit. 
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PORTUGAL 


I I Portugese President Ramalho Eanes apparently told_ 

political party leaders on Monday that he would "unofficially" 
ask Prime Minister Mario Soares to form a new government by 5 
January. 


Soares, whose minority Socialist government fell 
earlier tJ^is month, will find the task difficult unless he makes 
additional concessions to the Center Democrats, who remain his 
only likely partner in a governing alliance. The President and 
the opposition Center Democrats and Social Democrats insist on 
a government with majority support in the legislature and rule 
out any government relying oh Communist backing. 


As an "unofficial" rather than "official" designee, 
Soares will not have to produce a government program within 10 
days, and may devote full time to reachin g an agreement with the 
Center Democrats and filling his cabinet./ 
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